Objective: The objective of this study was to describe the mortality effect of utilization of local or regional anesthesia in lieu of general anesthesia in the endovascular repair of ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysms (rAAAs).
Objective: It has been proposed that only a small percentage of patients with internal carotid artery occlusion (ICAO) have clinical symptoms. Our aim was to explore the clinical presentation, risk factors, and ultrasound characteristics in a large cohort of patients with ICAO.
Methods: We prospectively recorded atherosclerotic risk factors, the symptoms at the time of diagnosis, and the degree of contralateral internal carotid artery (ICA) stenosis during the period 1987 to 2017 and coagulation status for the years 2014 to 2017 for ICAO patients. We classified the plaques as echolucent (I-II) or echogenic (III-IV-V) according to the Gray-Weale classification.
Results: A total of 274 patients (82.5% male; mean age, 65.6 6 9.7 years) with 279 ICAOs were included. In 132 patients (48.2%), the right ICA was occluded, whereas 5 patients (1.8%) presented with bilateral ICA occlusion; 81 (29.6%) of the patients had diabetes mellitus, 251 (91.6%) had hypertension, 126 (46.0%) reported history of coronary artery disease, and 230 (83.9%) were ex-smokers or current smokers, whereas hyperlipidemia was prevalent in 229 (83.6%) of the study sample. Conclusions: Patients with ICAO have significant atherosclerotic risk factors, are mainly symptomatic at the time of diagnosis, and have advanced disease in other arterial beds as well as coagulation disorders. Plaque echolucency is associated with occlusion of the ICA, indicating a more aggressive plaque type. These data suggest that increased attention is needed in the management of patients with high-grade ICA stenosis, especially with echolucent plaques, both medically and interventionally, to avoid progression to total occlusion, which contrary to recent reports is not a benign condition. Objective: The objective of this study was to compare the primary patency and clinical outcomes of drug-eluting balloon (DEB) and plain balloon for below-knee angioplasty.
Methods: In this prospective, single-center, open-ended study, a total of 142 patients with critical limb ischemia underwent below-knee angioplasty after correction of any inflow lesion. Choice of balloon (plain balloon or DEB) was provided for all patients in view of the economic issues involved. A total of 106 and 36 patients underwent angioplasty with plain balloon and DEB, respectively (Table I) . Follow-up was at 1 month, 3 months, and 6 months. Primary patency was a measure of significant decrease in any noninvasive vascular laboratory measurements (ankle-brachial index, toe-brachial index, and supine and dependent transcutaneous oxygen pressure; Table II ). Clinical outcomes were wound healing, major adverse cardiac events, major adverse limb events, and mortality. Appropriate statistical methods were adopted to compare results of the two groups.
Results: The cohort of patients in the plain balloon group and DEB group was 92% and 97% type 2 diabetic (P ¼ .250), 85% and 78% in Rutherford class 6 (P ¼ .763), and 77% and 66% Wound, Ischemia, and foot Infection (WIfI) stage 4 (P ¼ .207), respectively. Carbon dioxide angiography was used in 25% and 11% of the patients in the plain balloon and DEB groups, respectively (P ¼ .072). Lost to follow-up were seven patients (6.6 %) in the plain balloon group and one patient (2.7 %) in the DEB group. Primary patency for plain balloon and DEB groups was 93.8% and 97% (P ¼ .005) at 1 month, 81.3% and 86.7% (P ¼ .045) at 3 months, and 62.7% and 80.7% (P ¼ .011) at 6 months (Table III; Fig) . The average duration for wound healing was 3.97 months in the plain balloon group and 3.52 months in the DEB group (P ¼ .114). Major adverse limb events occurred in 11% (18 limbs) and 8% (3 limbs; P ¼ .209), major adverse cardiac events occurred in 11% (12 patients) and 22% (8 patients; P ¼ .106), and all-cause mortality was 16% (17 patients) and 17% (6 patients; P ¼ .930) in the plain balloon and DEB groups, respectively. The drawbacks of this study are absence of randomization, unequal sample size, single-center study, and multilevel disease being treated.
Conclusions: The advantage of DEBs with regard to primary patency at 6 months is clearly established in this study. However, to observe a Objective: Transplantation of free flaps in combination with arterial reconstruction by means of arteriovenous loops or bypass grafts has been established as a standard therapeutic option in defect reconstruction for body areas without suitable recipient vessels, even in the chronic ischemic limb. Against this background, our aim was to analyze the longterm performance as well as the perfusion of flaps and their surrounding tissue areas after combined reconstruction.
Methods: Patients receiving a combination of arterial reconstruction and free flap transplantation at the University Hospital of Erlangen between the years 2004 and 2015 have been reviewed and contacted for follow-up investigations. During follow-up, the arterial pedicle of the arteriovenous loop or the arterial bypass was investigated by duplex ultrasound. Flap microcirculation was assessed by a combination of laser Doppler flowmetry and white light tissue spectrometry (O2C; LEA Medizintechnik, Giessen, Germany) as well as by indocyanine green fluorescence angiography.
Results: There were 100 patients operated on during the study period. In 79 of the cases, the combined reconstruction method was initially successful, and the flap survived. At follow-up investigation, which was at least 1 year after the reconstruction, 71 patients were still alive. Therefore, 56 patients could be contacted for follow-up investigation. Of these, 23 patients could be clinically followed up. Duplex ultrasound showed in four cases arterial pedicle occlusion. Comparison of the O2C perfusion parameters between those flaps with occluded pedicles and those 
